The Great War

The Great War, later dubbed the First World War, was the
bloodiest conflict in Canadian history. As a former British
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Our Veterans Section

Following your tour, we encourage you to visit Woodland's

Veterans Section, where you will find the graves of Canadi: o o 2 o
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survived their service and returned to London. Viewing the

rows of stones is a solemn reminder of the heros who

honourably served their country in war and peace.

%
WOODLAND

| M 1




7. Lt. Col. Henry Campbell Becher
qucampbdlBechmmtheddutoftheﬂlmBechabmthm.Comngﬁnmmeofmndonsmou

prominent families, he continued his father's legacy by practicing law before moving on to open a stock
brokerage business. He loved sports, horses, nature, amateur acting, and, most of all, his family. Despite
n: ove, when the war was declared, Henry’s sense of duty to his country was stronger. He was one of the

\ first men in London to enlist, and was immediately appointed a high position in Canada's 1st
8 Battalion. During his service, Henry was revered as an excellent leader, both among his troops
-, 2 #/and in newspapers back home. He achieved the status of a hero when he was killed in action on June 15, 1915,
o & leading his men into battle. His last words were: "No man can live in that fire, but I'll go." As he went over the
;,‘ top,abombdetonmd.ahawenngbothhmlegs. was being transported to a field ambulance when a
German sniper shot him in the neck, along with hii§8tretcher bearers. He survived for several hours, his
comrades reporting that he was cheerful until t end. He was buried the next day in France. A memorial
jiservice was held in St. Paul's Cathedral, for wi as standing room only, a testament to his character.
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8. Maj. Archibald Valency Becher

"Archie" Becher was the youngest of the Becher brothers. H&attended the University of Western Ontario's

medical school, but interrupted his studies to enlist in the Boér War in South Africa at the turn of the

century. During his time in London, he served as an Alde: on the City Council and as one of London's

coroners. Archie did not enlist as early as Henry did, howe

married Flora "Toppy” Wilson in 1902 and had a son, John, in 1903), or because he was disillusioned with

the concept of war after his time in South Africa. After his brother Henry was killed, Archie decided to enlist
— asasmgeon.Heugnedhmownenhsunentpapemsaymgthathewasﬁtforduty and




